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INTER=AMERICAN AFFALRS 


BRIEFS 


ARGENTINE'S DISAPPEARANCE FROM BRAZIL~-Porto Alegre, 30 Sep (AFP)=--Lawyer Omar Ferri 
charged today that Argentine priest Jorge Oscar Adur, who disappeared here 
last July, was eliminated by security forces on his own country. Ferri, 

who was designated by the Brazilian Democratic Movement Party (PMDB) of 

the opposition to investigate the disappearance of the Argeutine priest, 
stressed that all the information he has collected indicates that Jorge 
Oscar Adur was eliminated by Argentine forces. He added that he could not 
obtain more information which could indicate whether the 48-year-old priest 
was kidnapped and taken to Argentina or went there of his own will. Accord- 
ing to information published by the Brazilian press, Adur had been a member 
of the People's Revolutionary Army (ERP), an extreme leftist organization, 
sirce 1978, when he was in exile in France. After spending some time in 
Cuernavaca, Mexico, Adur went to Porto Alegre last July under the name of 
Pedro Ramon Altamirano and then to Argentina. [Text] [PY010126 Paris 

AFP in Spanish 1754 GMT 30 Sep 80] 


cso: 3010 











ARGENTINA 


POLITICAL LEADER PROMOTES CENTRIST PARTY MOVEMENT 
Buenos Aires CONVICCION in Spanish 21 Aug 80 p 10 


[Interview with Jose Eduardo de Cara, secretary general of the Progressive 
Democratic Party (PDP); date and place not given] 


[Text] Jose Eduardo de Cara, secretary general of the Progressive Democratic 
Party, and one of the eight politicians who in recent days shared a weal 

at the Hotel Claridge with Maj Gen Albano Eduardo Harguindeguy, minister of 
interior, and presidential adviser Francisco Moyano, explained his intention 
of promoting "the construction of a truly progressive and alternative force 
for the country.” 


[Question] Whom does the Progressive Democratic Party represent? Is it a 
party of a provincial nature or is it national in scope? 


[Answer] The PDP is a party with a national calling of a liberal and pro- 
gressive nature, which aspires to represent a broad sector of the Argentine 
citizenry, with the intention of building a modern country in order, justice, 
and with freedom for all. 


[Question] Don't you believe that the ideas the progressive democrats 
support exist on the basis of the memory of Lisandro de la Torre? 


[Answer] Logically, the ideas of the founder of the party, along with a 
group of notables, have had a profound effect on party life. But the PDP 
has tried always to incorporate in its ideology and its thinking all of the 
trends in the contemporary world. 


[Question] For a considerable time now, the PDP has maintained contact 
with the Social Democratic Party and the Christian Democratic Union for the 
purpose of promoting a common idea. 


What common ground has been found and what has the purpose of these talks 
been? 














lAnawer) The talke with the Social Democratic Party began in 1975, in an 
attempt to achieve the integration of a large national political movement 
which would make possible the establishment of a modera and efficient 
democracy in the republic, along with recovery from chaos and an end to 
subversion, Our party proposed the establishment of a great democratic 
alternative which at that time did not exist. 


[Question] Now that more than 4 months have passed since the beginning of 
the political dialog, what has been achieved? 


[Answer] I believe that there has been a positive achievement in the so- 
called political dialog to the extent that all the political parties 
interviewed by the minister of interior were able to express their thinking 
clearly and consistently. 


[Question] Does the PDP continue to support the idea, as evidenced in its 
participation in the dialog, of a popular consultation through a referendum 
to mobilize the country? And on the basis of what themes would this be done’ 


[Answer] When we had our interview with the minister of interior, the idea 
of a referendum was suggested in order to effect a sort of mobilization of 
the citizenry in connection with specific problems, pertaining in all cases 
to the municipal realm. This was the plan, so that the referendum would 

be a kind of exercise in citizens’ participation in the concrete problems 
of cities or towns. 


[Question] On the basis of the dinner with Mr Harguindeguy, can it be said 
that the necessary arrangements have now been made for the formation of a 
centrist front or group? 


[Answer] The talk with Minister Harguindeguy was a form of broadening the 
political dialog. The minister had engaged in dialog with various sectors 
in Argentine political life, but representatives of the various political 
trends corresponding to the moderate parties in the country had never sat 
down at the table together. I think this was a talk to bring the various 
sectocs closer together, and in the future it will be valuable in an effort 
to establish contacts and links making possible the construction of a truly 
progressive and alternative force in the country. 


[Question] What do you believe the form of this democratic center should 
be--a group or a party? 


[Answer] I think that the idea of achieving integration of a new political 
force is not contrary to the preexistence of earlier political groups. 
Political groups are not born or created by decrees. They are the products 
of time and correspond to a great historical tradition. In the case of the 
Social Democratic Party, the National Party and the Progressive Democratic 
Party, one cannot talk solely of effecting a federation of parties of this 
nature. We have a long historical tradition, with more than 60 years in 














the service of the country, and there ta within the party the idea of 
retaining individuality. But without threatening that, we believe that we 
can contribute with our efforts to the formation of a great civic movement 
representing the neglected aspirationea of vast sectore in the country and 
serving as a democratic alternative for the next conatitutional government. 


[Question] Then the possible form of this centrist party would be an 
Alliance for electoral purposes? 


[Anewer] It is not an electoral alliance, but the beginning of the forma- 
tion of a great civic movement which, in the form of an alliance, seeks to 
serve as 4 tool for the government or the opposition, as the case may be, 
but always in the service of the republic and of a permanent nature. 


[Question] For what reason does this type of alliance in an attempt to 
form a centrist front generally emerge from a de facto government? 


[Answer] Not only on the basis of a de facto government. In 1914 the PDP 
engaged in an alliance, and we were not a part of a de facto regime. What 
happens is that often the same trend of thought among the citizens is repre- 
sented by various political parties. We must not forget the federal nature 
of the country. Currently, there are several parties of a provincial 
nature which do not have adequate national representation, and there are 
even national parties which do not have representation in all the districts. 
Thus, with the federal aspect in mind, an effort is made to create a 
political movement which will link the activities of the national parties 
with those in the interior. 


[Question] Can this alliance offer an electoral alternative to the two 
parties with a traditional majority, specifically the Peronists and the 
radicals? 


[Answer] We believe it can, and we think that it will be an alternative for 
the Argentine people, who have always had to express themselves through 
options of a negative nature, whereas this time they can vote affirmatively. 
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ARGENT LNA 


MOLFINO CASE STRAINS DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH SPAIN 
Damaging Press Reports 
Buenos Aires LA PRENSA in Spanish 26 Aug 80 p 10 


[Article by J. Iglesias Rouco: "Death of Man Presumed ‘Missing’ in Madrid 
and Government Daily Attack on Argentine Government" ] 


[Text] Madrid--The so-called "Molfino case," involving an Argentine 
citizen whose body was found on 21 July in a downtown Madrid apartment, has 
kept Spanish public opinion in uncertainty for some days and has become a 
new factor in the political and diplomatic tension between Spain and 
Argentina. It was precisely one of the daily newspapers controlled by the 
government of Prime Minister Adolfo Suarez which led a propaganda campaign, 
harsher still than that of the Argentine exiles and the local left wing, 
against the government in Buenos Aires, which it accuses of having murdered 
Mrs Noemi Gianetti de Molfino here. 


This affair, already rather involved because of the circumstances and the 
propaganda since the finding of the body, became more complicated last 

week after the arrival in Spain of Mrs Alejandra Molfino, daughter of the 
above-mentioned woman and an exile in Paris. Alejandra, who came to Madrid 
with her brother Gustavo (also an exile) to identify their mother's body, 
told DIARIO 16 on 20 August that the body found in Madrid was not that of 
Mrs Molfino. However, a few hours later, Alejandra Molfino herself 
partially amended her statement and said simply the she was unable to 
identify the body from the photographs the police had provided. 


At the request of the Molfino children and their lawyer, socialist leader 
Pablo Castellano, the judge ordered the body exhumed, and this was done at 
noon on Monday, the 25th. Alejandra then stated that it was in fact the 

body of her mother, basing her identification on a malformation of one foot. 


DIARIO 16 Campaign 


The scandal promoted in Spanish political circles--above all by DIARIO 16 
--about this care, and the very serious accusations made not only against 





Buenos Aires but the Spanish police as well have led the authorities to 
undertake an investigation of the reasons for the death of Mra Molfino, 
despite the fact that the Madrid police had already said, after the required 
autopsy, that "no indication whatsoever of violence" was revealed. It is 
then a question which will continue to develop, probably in ill-defined 
fashion, subject to all kinds of propaganda activities on the part of the 
sectors involved. As is known, Mrs Molfino was engaged--although apparently 
she was not one of the so-called May Square mothers--in work on behalf of 
the Argentine citizens presumed "missing" and in prison, with international 
institutions and political groups, as well as various activities denouncing 
the Argentine military authorities. 


For the time being, the only firm information comes from the above-mentioned 
statement by the police headquarters in Madrid, dated 8 August, which in 
addition to noting the lack of any evidence of violence to the body, and in 
view of the "contradictory reports" which "have been appearing in the media," 
specifies the following: 


"1. Said Argentine citizen arrived in Madrid-Barajas on 18 July on a flight 
coming from Brazil. She traveled alone on false identity documents. She 
was met by her compatriots, who accompanied her to the apartment on 

Tutor Street, which they had rented some days earlier. 


"The body was found on 21 July. Two other Argentine citizens occupied the 
apartment with the deceased until the 19th, on which day, at 2100 hours, 
they were last seen." 


The Argentine ambassador to Spain, Mr Washington Ferreira, for his part, 
announced when the body was identified that this was evidence of the 
maneuvers of Argentine subversive organizations abroad, since Mrs Molfino 
had until then been among the "missing." 


Since then, DIARIO 16 and some socialist and communist periodicals have 
increased, if possible, the "contradictory versions" to which the police 
referred, and DIARIO 16, after using openly slanderous charges in the head- 
lines for one of its‘editions--"Argentine Embassy Den of Assassins"--carried 
various editorials, some of them focused directly on the person of 
Ambassador Washington Perreira, whom this daily termed "Washington, the 
Evil." Naturally, the newspaper assumed the truth of the report of the 
Argentine exiles to the effect that Mrs Molfino was kidnaped in the company 
of three other persons in Peru by Argentine secret agents, and later taken 
to Madrid and assassinated. On this point, it totally ignored the police 
statement according to which Mrs Molfino arrived in Spain alone. No other 
daily newspaper, even those with open leftist sympathies, went as far. 


Government Participation 


This "definitive" position on the part of DIARIO 16 with regard to a case 
still under court investigation, and without a doubt very far from having 








been clarified, is of double interest because the Spanish state, or 
government, or members of it, are important stockholders in the newspaper's 
publishing enterprise, and a state secretary, Mr Josep Melia, who is pre- 
cisely the official spokesman for the cabinet and a personal friend of 
Suarez, ic the individual who plays the greatest role in the publication of 
DIARLO 16 and in the establishment of its political and editorial policy. 
In the final analysis, if DIARIO 16 accuses the Argentine representatives 
of being "assassins," it is in good measure the government which is making 
the accusation, 


This circumstance, apart from the others involved in the matter, represents 
a real attack on the already deteriorating relations between Spain and 
Argentina. Highly reliable sources have told us, moreover, about some of 
the reasons which may have led Mr Melia to his current attack on the Videla 
government. Apparently, a relative of the secretary of state, a former 
member of the so-called People's Revolutionary Army (ERP), is in prison in 
Argentina charged with subversive activity. 


The charges made in connection with the Molfino case were supplemented-- 
again by DIARIO 16, which reprinted a report from the periodical STERN--by 
other reports of presumed “weapons traffic" from Germany to the Argentine 
armed forces, "for which Spain is providing 'cover,'” according to 

DIARIO 16. The newspaper mentions the Asturian port of Gijon and a weapons 
factory in Oviedo as the location of the shipment and assembly of anti- 
aircraft guns “under the supervision of Argentine military personnel." 


Never, even when Peron's second wife heaped coarse epithets on the Spanish 
ambassador in Buenos Aires, Mr Areilza, 30 years ago, who was moreover a 
great sympathizer with the Justicialist cause in those days, have diplomatic 
links between the two nations seemed as precarious as they do today. 


Embassy Protests Implications 
Buenos Aires LA PRENSA in Spanish 29 Aug 80 p 1 


[Article by J. Iglesias Rouco: “Argentine Ambassadogx to Spain To Report to 
Government on Molfino Case"] 


[Text] Madrid, 28 Aug -- The Argentine ambassador to Spain will travel to 
Buenos Aires shortly "to report" to General Videla's government on what in 
diplomatic language is usually called "subjects of mutual interest." 

These "subjects" will probably focus on the so-called Molfino case, thanks 
to which the ambassador personally and the government in Buenos Aires have 
been the target of very serious charges made here by Argentine exiles and 
some Spanish political publications. 


Although the Argentine embassy has made no statement about this trip, it has 
been learned that Ambassador Jorge Washington Ferreira will travel to 
Buenos Aires during the first week of September after receiving a request 





for "information" in thie connection from the Argentine Foreign Ministry. 
Some diplomatic circles do not exclude the possibility that the Argentine 
authorities have decided to "indicate" their displeasure with the attacks 
made against the embassy and the military government in Buenos Aires by 
DIARIO 16, 


Verbal Protest 


At the beginning of this month, the Argentine embassy presented a verbal 
protest to the Spanish Ministry of Foreign Affairs concerning the above- 
mentioned attacks, some of which, it said, were openly slanderous both to 
the ambassador personally and to the government of his country. From what 
we have learned, the ministry responded that elthough it naturally does not 
share the opinions voiced by the exiles and DIARIO 16 at all, neither can 
it take action against those resporsible because of the freedom of the 
press and expression which currently exist in Spain. 


In this connection, the Foreign Ministry is said to have noted that the only 
legal recourse available to the embassy is to be found in the so-called 
right of reply, for which Spanish press legis! »:i° 1 provides, and a court 
suit against the authors of the charges App»: .ntly, the Argentine diplo- 
matic authorities have not pursued either of «|. .e forms of recourse. 


Nor has the embassy taken any action on what Spanish police experts regard 
os a flagrant omission by the local authorities. When the death of 

Mrs Noemi Esther Gianetti de Molfino was discovered on 21 July in Madrid, 
the Argentine consulate was given no official information about the case, 
as is required under such circumstances. 


It was not until later, when <he investigation had already begun, as had the 
flood of accusations from Argentine refugees, that the Spanish authorities 
asked for the cooperation of Interpol and the Argentine police in identifying 
the body. A former Spanish diplomat, uninvolved in this matter, termed 

this attitude one of "prejudice" on the part of the Spanish authorities. 


Police Find Trail 


The daily newspaper YA, the unofficial voice of the Spanish Church, has 
‘ust published two extensive reports on the Molfino case. It was stated in 
the first that the whole affair was "a set-up by the opposition to Videla," 
while the second said that "the police found evidence of two Montoneros 
near the body.” These two points were confirmed to this reporter yesterday 
by highly reliable police sources. 


According to YA, this evidence--fingerprints--matched the prints of two men 
sent by Interpol in Buenos Aires. "They proved to belong," the newspaper 


said, "to Argentine citizens Julio Cesar Ramirez and Luis Esteban Almiron, 














beth members of the Peronist Montenero Movement, If this is true,” YA 
added, “it would be absurd te think that Mre Molfine was assassinated, aa 
is now claimed by the Argentine Human Rights Commission” (and the children 
of Mra Molfine, Alejandra and Gustavo), 


This and other newspapers have aleo reported that some shoes, 4 towel and a 
cosmetic product, 411 purchased in Argentina, were found near Mre Molfino's 
body, “which might indicate,” they eaid, “that Noemi entered the country 

illegally on 23 April of this year, as the Peruvian authorities maintain.” 


Mre Molfine's children said recently that the final destination of their 
mother's last trip was not Madrid, but Rome, ae is shown by the ticket 
iseved in her name by the Bragilian airline, Varig. Wowever, the Madrid 
weekly EL CASO, which specializes in police matters, stated in ite last 
issue that “it has been clearly demonatrated that the ticket only covered 
the trip between Sao Paulo and Madrid.” 


Propaganda Campaign 


The daily newepaper YA, liberal in orientation, concluded ite last report 
as follows: "All of thie presumed plot built around the Molfino case seems 
to be 4 part of a campaign directed against the military regime of 
Argentine dictator Jorge Videla, and the matter could only be entirely 
clarified if the arrest of one of the Montoneros who was with the victim in 
the last hours of her life took place, which could happen shortly." 


Little gore is known, except that the judicial police experts have now made 
more than 3 analyses of the body and that one of the charges made by the 
Argentine Human Rights Commission in Madrid, to the effect that it is 
suspicious that a Buenos Aires daily could publish a report of the death 

of Mre Molfino on 24 July, 4 matter of hours after the crime was revealed, 
seem to be baseless because of the fact that the Spanish daily PUEBLO had 
already carried reports of the crime on the 22nd and 23rd, one of them in 
considerable detail. 


After the body was found, groups of refugees also asserted confidently that 
Mre Molfino had been kidnaped in Lima along with her son Gustavo. 
Gustavo Molfino later appeared in Madrid to identify the remains. 
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BOLIVIA 


FURTHER PRESS COMMENTARY ON MILITARY DRUG CONNECTION 
Officials Linked to Drugs 


Mexico City EL DIA in Spanish 26 Aug 80 p 16 


[Article by Gregorio Seleer: "At The Request of the Military Regime 
A Miami Judge Frees Drug Trafficker") 


[Text] On the eve of the beginning of hearings by a U.S. Senate sub- 
committee called by Senator Dennis DeConcini, Democrat from Arizona, 
for the investigation of public threate made by Col Luis Arce Gomez, 
Bolivian minister of interior,on a greater "flow" of narcotics traffic 
toward the United States, new revelations are shaking the present cala 
climate of Washington. 


The main point now is the surprising release of Alfredo ("Cutuchi") 
Gutierrez ordered by the courte of Miami. He is a 44-year-old Bolivian, 
owner of a cattle ranch and an air taxi company of the department of 
Santa Cruz de la Sierra in eastern Bolivia. 


Ae we reported in a recent story, Gutierrez and hie friend Jose Roberto 
Gasser Terrasesae were arrested in May 1980 in Miami by federal agents 
of the Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA), the agency for the suppression 
of drug traffic, when they were attempting to “pase” 854 pounds of 
pure cocaine (some 390 kg), considered the largest quantity of 
smuggled drugs intercepted at one time up to that time by the 
authorities. 


Two Entrepeneurs, Captains of Industry 
“Cutuchi" Gutierrez is the son of Dario Gutierrez, powerful sugar 
manufacturer in Santa Cruz and at the same tise owner of the rightwing 


newspaper EL MUNDO, and a prominent figure in the terrorist organization 
Bolivian Socialist Falange (FSB). 


10 

















Jose Roberto Gasser Terraseas, “businessman” of 37 years-of~age, is the 
son of “Old Man Gasser," who began his career as a smuggler of anything 
from Paraguay and wound up ae 4 powerful figure in the sugar manufacturing 
branch, The son opened the “branch agency” of narcotics traffic at the 
game time that he worked as president of the Santa Cruse Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry, president of the Bolivian Private Industry 
Federation, a member of the board of directors of EL MUNDO and also a 
prominent figure in the FSB and presumably its largest financial 


supporter. 


Both captains of industry accomplished the feat of the record single ship- 
ment of cocaine (854 pounds), although they could not conclude the 
operation with complete success. The judge who heard the case set bond 
of one willion dollars=—-yes, dollare=--which Gasser Terraseas paid without 
blinking, after which he left the United States. Lese lucky than he, 
Gutierrez wae bound under a bond of three million dollars, which 

because it was sot paid,caused him to be held in a Dade County jail. 


The Garcia Meza Dictatorship Blesses Gutierrez 


The scandal today consists of the revelation that on 30 June=-the coup 
of the Cocadollare took place on 17 July--a Florida state court reduced 
the three-million-dollar bond to just one million, which Gutierrez paid 
immediately and in turn left for Bolivia. Questioned by the press, the 
members of the aforementioned court argued that the reduction was based 
on the fact that the criminal resorted to legal rules which allow the 
prolonging of an investigation for gathering more proof against the 
accused. Since Miami newemen are very alert because several weeks 

ago it was revealed that some judges were being bribed by the world 
drug traffic Maffia, they nosed about in the records until they dis- 
covered that Gutierrez while in prison presented a statement sworn 
before the court, whose text, signed by high-level Bolivian officials, 
among them the present sinister of interior, Col Luis Arce Gomez, told 
of the lack of a prior criminal record by Gutierrez, attesting to his 
“good character and nature.” 





The fact that there is no prior criminal record is nothing gore than 
proof of how tainted Bolivian justice is because Gutierrez, as well as 
Gasser Terraseas, are very well known in their country as important 
figures in drug smuggling. The court set the trial date for next 
October on which date it is taken for granted that neither criminal 
will show his face in the United States. The lawyer for both of thes 
in Miami, Jeffrey Weiner, up to now has shown great skill in avoiding 
reporters who want to ask questions about his clients. 


The Bank of America Also 


The surprising thing about this puzzle, which has soved from Miami to 
dashington, is the appearance of Carlos Aguirre, Bank of America agent 


il 











in Bolivia. Drug traffie aleo appeare to be mixed up in here, based on 
an incident which took place in 1975 in which two Boliviane vere arrested 
in Montreal, Canada, for illegal traffic in cocaine, At that time Gen 
Hugo Banger wae the president. One of those arrested in Canada, named 
Canedo, worked as Banger's private secretary; the other was Edwin Tapia 
Prontentilla, ae of that moment nicknamed “cocainille."” 


The arrest of both drug traffickers provided 4 new ingredient to the 
suepicions harbored by the Canadian police: chat the Bolivian consul 
general in Montreal, "Chito" Valle Urena, Banrer's son-in-lav, was mixed 
up in the “connection.” Hie strong defense of Canedo and Tapia 
Frontanilla automatically changed the suepicion to almost a proof. Since 
he could not be arrested because of his official position, the police 
simply linked hie name to the others and let La Pas know about it. His 
family chue affected (another member, nephew Guillermo "Willy" Banger 
Abastoflor, was to be arrested for drug trafficking in the United 
States), the dictator asked Carlos Aguirreg official of the Bank of 
America, to “investigate” the charges. Aguirre went to Canada and on his 
return reported that "Chito” Valle Urena wae innocent of “guilt and 
charges.” At any rate, he was quietly removed as consul and transferred 
to another place. It was only then that Banger invited the Bolivian 
Journalists Association so that it could make its own investigation. 


The trade union organization declined such an honor, suggesting that 

it had doubts about the “proofs” provided by Aguirre. The latter was 
recompensed with a trial position in the Supreme Court of Justice, which 
ae 4 general rule is attained only after a distinguished career as 

a lawyer of advanced age or as a legal expert. When Banzer fell, 
Aguirre was removed from the Supreme Court and returned to his work 

in the Bank of America. 





Concentric Circles 


The fact is that at thie time the Bank of America is the visible head 
of the banking-financial group from which the regime of Luis Garcia 
Meza is negotiating a postponement of the nearly $160 million interest 
payment on Bolivia's debt. That group of creditors includes Citibank, 
Manufacturers Hanover Trust, Libra Bank and the Bank of Nova Scotia, 
both of the latter of Canada. 


The Bank of America is not only assigned the work of piloting the operation 
of postponement but also the “restructuring” of the foreign debt, which 

is estimated at some $3.6 billion dollars and which this year alone 
amounted to $626 gwillion. By pure coincidence it turns out that the 
son-in-law of Carlos Aguirre, Jorge Surco, has been appointed Bolivian 
charge d'affaires in the United States. Surco has been given the task 

of the profuse distribution in the news media of Washington, New York and 
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other cities, of a document titled "The Government of Bolivia ts Facing 
an Ineidious Campaign,” whose text ia aimed at distorting the charges made 
against several of the military men now holding key poste in the govern- 
ment and who are implicated in, and closely connected to, the traffic in 
coceine, 


Finances, drug traffic, ultraright militariem, professional anti- 
communiem and smuggling roll and unroll in concentric circles, forming 
a4 tight mesh, never ae thick ae it is now. As THE NEW YORK TIMES said: 
For the firet time in the world the drug traffic Maffia has taken over a 
government. 


Colonele Arce and Salomon 


The most conspicuous figure in drug traffic and smuggling continues to 
be Minister of Interior Col Luis Arce Gomez, who was also the mastermind 
behind the thwarted military coup of November 1979 and chat of last 

17 July. It was he who publicly threatened the United States with 
“flooding it with cocaine” if it halted its economic aid. 


Arce, together with retired Col Noberto "Bubi" Salomon, are owners of 

an airtaxi company and a flying echool named "Oasis of the Air.” In 
Banzer's time, Salomon was commander of the Air Fighter Group and 

later minister of urban affairs. In February 1980 an aircraft of his 
company crashed shortly after takeoff. When the authorities investigated, 
they discovered that the wrecked aircraft contained 310 kilos of cocaine 
paste. It was only on the next day after the crash, when the news 

about the drug was already public. Salomon appeared charging that the 
wrecked airplane had been stolen, a story which of course no one believed. 


This incident caused him to be appointed military attache of the embassy 
in Venezuela. On 2 June, another airplane of Oasis of the Air, rashly 
leased by the UDP [People's Democratic Union) and on which presidential 
candidate Hernan Siles Zuazo was to travel, crashed shortly after takeoff 
and the crew and passengers vere killed with the exception of Jaime Paz 
Zamora, candidate for vice president of the UDP. Obviously there was 
sabotage, although Salomon and Arce initiated a claim against the 
insurance company for “the accident." 


Offer of $70 million For “Initial Coste” 


In ite 15 August edition the LATIN AMERICA WEEKLY REPORT (London, 
WR-80-32, "Bolivia: Garcia Meza Seeks a Mainline Solution,” p 10) 
provides this news: 


13 














"Some of the closest supporters and advisers of the new Bolivian govern- 
ment appear to be thinking seriously of legaliging the growing of coca, 
ae a source of income to replace the most traditiona: foreign aid pro- 
grams, if they are canceled. Foreign correspondents were consulted on 
the subject two weeks ago in La Pas. Last week, Minister of Interior 
Col Luis Arce, who it ts supposed has wore than a passing interest on 
the subject, said to the correspondent of the Spanish news agency EFE 
that if the United States halts ite aid, including the program for 
controlling drug traffic, it will have to bear the consequences." The 
correspondence reproduced the arguments for the legalization of cocaine 
in terme superior co those used normally for the legalization of 
cannabia. 


"The mental stability of Colonel Arce has also been placed in doubt in 
U.S. diplomatic circles. But no one has seriously questioned the support 
of the all-powerful drug Maffia to the Garcia Meza coup. A NEW YORK 

TIMES correspondent said to LATIN AMERICA WEEKLY REPORT that he has 
evidence that a group of the drug traffic Maffia of Santa Cruz went to 

La Paz the firet week after the coup to offer the new government more 

than $70 million ae an immediate financial support to cover the payment 

of the amortization of the debt due immediately. The implication of those 
interests in the new regime undoubtedly has strengthened opposition to 

it by foreign governments. 


"Other observers have described the supporters of the present regime 

as “political Lumpen,” and undoubtedly the lack of support of any 
significant political force fe noticeable. With Garcia Meza are working 
members of the FSB, which was virtually ignored ae a political force in 
the last elections (where it obtained fewer than 20,000 votes). His 
government also includes members of the dissident faction of the MNR 
[National Revolutionary Movement) headed by Guillermo Bedregal, who vas 
also involved in the Natusch coup last November.” 


There is an overabundance of reports on the “Bolivian narcotics 
connection” in Washington. It was for some reason that officials of 
the DEA responsible for drug traffic control worked in Bolivia from 
some years back up to now. There is an overflow of information on that 
connection in INTERPOL and about the second international business in 
importance in that country: smuggling. The federal police of Argentina, 
Peru and Brazil also have extensive dossiers on the subject, although 
they remain silent for explicable reasons of the political times. How- 
ever, it will be enough for the United States and Interpol to publish 
what they know for the entire Garcia Meza and Arce Gomez team to be 
vomited from power by the clean elements of the Bolivian Army, which 
although in the minority, do exist. 
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Braziitan Magazine Comments 
Mexico City EL DIA in Spanish 27 Aug 80 p 12 


[Article by Gregorto Seleer: "The Brazilian Magazine VEJA Also Links 
the Coup With Drug Traffic") 


(Text) In ita edition of last 30 July, the Brazilian weekly VEJA of 
Sao Paulo published a story on pages 33-34 titled "A Subsidiary of the 
Coup," tn which it referred to a tragic-comic story. 


A tew days after the Coup of the Cocadollara=--17 July--a group of 
Bolivians, who supported the putech by Luise Garcia Meza and Luis Arce 
Gomez invaded Brazilian territory on the border with Bolivia, occupying 
the consulate of that country in Corumba, state of Mato Grosso do Sul and 
expelling ite chief, Julio Davila Valdivia. This at least was the report 
that reached Capt Sergio Lara, chief of Military Police in Corumba, 

who decided to intervene at the head of 30 soldiers, since the Brazilian 
government had not recognized the rebellious regime and for that reason 
maintained relations with the government of Lidia Gueiler. 





As was reported in his story by correspondent Luis Claudio Cunha, what 
actually happened was that the consul was repeatedly threatened by customs 
agent Tito Salinas, office boy Herman Saucedo, assistant Carlos Gimenez 
and custome guard Guido Pinto=-the latter “arrested by the Brazilian 
police 3 years before for trafficking in cocaine"--and they occupied the 
consulate and did not allow its chief to enter. The story adds other 
interesting facts: 


The Cocaine That Passes Through Corumba 





The recognition by Brazil of the drug-junta had already been decided 

but "public revelation should wait until after the visit to Brazil by 
Mexican President Jose Lopez Portillo” and after that official was out of 
the country. In the OAS, Mexico was among the countries which censured 
the coup and Brazil among those who defended it. Official recognition 
while President Lopez Portillo was in the country would have been an 
undiplomatic move. 


The rebellious attitude of Salinas was due to the fact that he owed the 
consul some 150,000 cruzeiros, which Valdivia was asking for, and to the 
fact that he “was disgusted with the work discipline and demands imposed 
by Valdivia from the time he was appointed consul.” But the most 
interesting part of the story in VEJA was the final paragraph: "In 
Corumba, despite its modest size--two rooms for which it pays a monthly 
rent of 7,000 cruzeiros-—the Bolivian consulate handles 80 percent of 
Brazilian trade going to Bolivia. Nearly 10,000 of the 70,000 
inhabitants of the city are Bolivian and at least a third of them live 
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there illegally. The border bureaucracy, according to estimates of 
Brazilian officials, yields more than 50 million crugeiros daily. But 
the vital center of interest in that area circulates outeide the legal 
traneactiona: it ie the business in cocaine. The Brazilian Federal 
Police estimate that 1.5 tone of cocaine pass through there annually and 
that seizures do not even exceed 10 percent of that ton and a half." 


VEJA Figures 


The same conservative weekly, VEJA, once more dealt with the subject 

of drugs in an editorial published 13 August (page 36) with the following 
titles and eubtitles: "Bolivia, A Strong Smell of Powder." "Cocaine 
Traffickers Were Behind the Coup By General Garcia Meza," 


The text of the entire page says the following: "The stories telling of 
the coup-drug connection in La Paz have increased to such a point that 
today in Bolivia there are those who call the "Putsech"” by Garcia Meza 

a “cocaine coup." According to many, not only are the majority of the 
military involved in narcotics traffic but the coup itself was brought 
about to protect the interests of the powerful network of cocaine 
traffickers in Bolivia. In other words, the coup was carried out less 
to prevent the Bolivian left from seizing power--as Garcia Meza bawled 
out on the day of his inauguration, in the standard pretext of 
"international communism"--than to prevent Siles Zuazo, once in power, 
from upsetting the applecart of the profitable operation of the 
traffickers, whe in recent years have made of Bolivia one of the largest 
cocaine factories in the world. 


The Role of Bolivia 


"The illegal trade in cocaine yields no less than $500 million per 

year to a few Bolivians; more than tin, the main export product of the 
country and of which Bolivia is the second-ranking producer in the world. 
Operations are based primarily in Santa Cruz de la Sierra, headquarters 
of the military and civilian groups which supported the Garcia Meza coup. 
The largest part of the information on this business is found recorded 

in the Department of State in Washington, where in recent years a 
significant study on the role of Bolivia in the international cocaine 
connection has been made. It is a role which has only grown. The 
Department of State discovered, for example, that the Bolivian connection 
became the main supplier for American addicts: from 40 to 60 percent 

of the nearly 30 tons of the drug which entered the United States last 
year came from Bolivia. 


Moreover, since the July coup, American officials have been noting that 
a larger and larger number of Bolivians involved in cocaine traffic 

are today in important positions in the new government. The most 
mentioned name on that list is that of Col Luis Arce Gomez, minister 
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of interior of the new government and former chief of the powerful Army 
intelligence Service up to the time of che July military coup. Arce, 
during the time he headed that service, made efforts to torpedo the 
government antidrug machinery. Moreover, he had in recent years changed 
from a simple stooge of the traffickers to a chief of one of the many 
gange of traffickers in action in the country himeelf. Arce, of course, 
ie particularly senaitive when there is talk of cocaine. Last week he 
ordered the jailing of American correspondent Mary Helen Spooner of the 
FINANCIAL TIMES. The reason: She had written an article about the 
involvement of Arce in the traffic. 


In Custome 


The second person placed on the list of those involved is the new 
minister of education--i{ronically an air force colonel named Ariel Coca-- 
involved in a shipment of 100 kilos of cocaine seized last year in 
Panama. And there are still other cases such as that of Col Otto Lopez, 
army commander in the Tarija Region, who is considered the main saboteur 
of previous government efforts to contain drug traffic in the area. 


"That is not all. There are also indications that known smugglers and 
traffickers are participating in operations of kidnaping political 
figures of the left or even members of the interim government of 

Lidia Guetler deposed by Garcia Meza. There is another case, that of 
Fernando Monroy ("El Mosca”), known gangster of Santa Cruz de la Sier:a, 
Monroy was seen in action in the attack on Palacio Quemado, the home of 
the Bolivian presidency, when paramilitary commandos arrested President 
Gueiler and a handful of ministers. 


"Another revealing sign of the coup-cocaine connection detected in 
Washington was the extreme rapidity with which traffickers or their 
stooges went to occupy key positions in those government sectors 
precisely responsible for controlling drug traffic. Jose Abraham 
Baptista, for example, a Santa Cruz trafficker, is considered one of the 
main financial backers of the Garcia Meza coup. He obtained what is 
probably the first prize in this race for decisive posts. No less than 
two of his relatives were appointed to positions of authority in 
Bolivian customs." 


Smuggling Also 


The VEJA story we have repeated has no political motives. In Brazil, 

as in the United States, drugs are a national scourge. On 28 June 

in JORNAL DO BRASIL (page 11) Professor Arthur Pereira de Castilho Neto, 
attorney general for the republic and member of the National Health 
Council Technical Chamber on Narcotics and Drugs, published a pondered 
analysis with the title of "Drugs, a National Epidemic,” in which he 
revealed that the habit has now been detected as beginning in children 
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nine years*ot age, indiscriminately addicted to marihuana, cocaine and 
tranquilizers, and he demanded “a global action to fight the epidemic 
in which the government, private entities and the social community should 


participate,” 


An integral part of this scourge is smuggling. The drug trafficker 

is indissolubly linked to smuggling, he ie one of its branches. The 
Brazilians know perfectly well that no fewer than a dozen airplanes 

leave their territory for Santa Cruz de la Sierra every week, carrying 
substantial shipments of ether and acetone, two products needed for chang- 
ing the coca leaves into cocaine paste, in addition to electrical appli- 
ances and food or manufactured goods, whose price is much lower than it is 
in Bolivia. The colonel with the predestined last name, Ariel Coca, 

was chief of the Department of Control of Narcotics and Dangerous 
Substances during the time of Banzer. He was also commandant of the German 
Busch Aviation School in Santa Cruz. As euch he had the perfect front 

for the smuggling of whiskey, electrical appliances, food, and above all, 
light weapons from Paraguay, the latter were particularly used to pay 

off the bande of narcotics traffickers and the gunmen of the FSB for 

their work of support to the illegal traffic and even more for their 

work labeled as "paramilitary" which Luis Arce Gomez unleashed from 
November 1979 on. That he was appointed minister of education appears 

to be a joke, although the joke that is going the rounds is that they 
appointed him because they once saw him vith a book in his hand and he 
even wears glasses, which gives him the seppearance of an intellectual. 


Another prominent case is that of Rudy Landivar, who Garcia Meza has just 
promoted to major, although he never went to any military school. 
Imhediately after the coup an attempt was made to reward him for his 
services in Santa Cruz by appointing him director of customs in the 
department. He feigned refusal, choosing instead to be chief of the 
organization responsible for reviving the so-called Military-Peasant 
Pact. Landivar continues to be one of the mainsprings of the traffic in 
narcotics. 


8908 
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COSTA RICA 


ODUBER EXPRESSES OPTIMISM FOR DEMOCRACY IN REGION 
Caracas EL NACIONAL in Spanish 14 Sep 80 p D-26 


[Interview with former Costa Rican President Daniel Oduber, date and place 
not given] 


[Text] "All peoples who are fighting for their freedom in latin America, 

in the political sphere as well as the economic and social spheres, have the 
unqualified support of the Socialist International,” said former Costa Rican 
president and Social Democratic leader Daniel Oduber. He is also attending 
the deliberations of the Latin American Committee of 15 in Caracas. 


When asked about the position taken by the Christian Democratic government 
of Costa Rica with regard to the participation of Christian Democrats in 
the Salvadoran junta, Daniel Oduber said: 


"As former president and a member of the opposition, I cannot analyze what 
my government is doing while outside of Costa Rica. The Costa Rican Govern- 
ment,” he said, however, “has had a clear p@iby, no matter what party is 

in power, of supporting the Central American liberation struggles. But in 
this case it feels a bit restrained by the individual relationship with the 
Christian Democrats who are participating in the El Salvador Government. 

For that reason it has taken a more moderate position, I would say, than 
the one it took concerning Nicaragua. " 


[Question] Do you feel that there is a movement away from democracy in 
Latin America? 


[Answer I don't think so. When you weigh everything, you see that democracy 
was consolidated in the Dominican Republic, in Eocuador, in Peru, and in Nic- 
aragua. In general terms, democracy has gained ground in the countries that 


already had a democratic tradition. We have had a setback in Bolivia, which 
is critical, 


A journalist asked if the Bolivian coup was not an indication of the “gorilla” 
advance in latin America. 
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LAnswer! Well, it is an indication of the gorilla advance, but we have had 
several examples of the democratic advance, so we are in the battle, The 
border between those two currents of thought is in the south, in Bolivia, 


[Question] So the situation is a draw? 


LAnawer| No, it is not a draw because as I said we are winning. If we 
kept score as they do in soccer, we would be ahead 5 to 1 for democracy, 


When asked again about the bolivian coup he said that it is always the case 
that "you win some and you lose some, but the important thing is the final 
war, and I think we are headed toward a positive final war,” 


| Question] The situation in Peru is not very clear, as we see it. 


_Answer) It is very difficult to venture an opinion, it has been such a 
short time, . . But as | was reading, I think here in Caracas, when there 
are dictatorships no one jokes around; everyone remains silent. As soon 

as there is a democracy, all the problems come to light and people feel free 
to protest and to make serious proposals by workers groups, students and 
others. That is normal; that is part of democracy. The test lies in one's 
ability to manage the crisis. 


When asked if Marxist revolutionary forces are considered an ally in this 
struggle for democracy, Oduber answered that "in certain cases, yes.” "We 
do not have the same ideology or the same proposals,” he added. "We are 
opposed to all kinds of dictatorship. We are not scared by the purely 
political ideas and theories of Marxism. We have been much influenced by 
Marxist ideas in the past. But we are against any kind of dictatorship. 
We do not believe that the solution, whether it be Marxist, democratic or 
socialist, lies in dictatorship.” 


Question] Do you believe that democracy is prevailing over dictatorship in 
Central America? 


LAnswer| You Venezuelans have seen it firsthand, Building a democracy takes 
time, I think that Nicaragua has done very well to start with the principle 
of education, and in order to educate everyone, first they had to teach them 
to read, Democracy is unique to educated countries, countries that are aware 
of their political position, of their vote, of their participation. And it 
is not easy to build a democracy. I am happy that you have done so in such 
a short time. 


Question] Why was there active and militant solidarity on the part of demo- 
cratic countries in the case of Nicaragua, but not that of El Salvador? 


(Answer! That's true. There was total solidarity with Nicaragua. In the 
case of El Salvador and Guatemala we are more cautious, I think because at 
this time short-term political interests are still coming into play, concern- 
ing which groups will or will not make the revolution, which groups will 
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or will not come into power, That is causing a great deal of damage to the 
Central American movement in general, 


[Question] Then what attitude should democrats have? 


[Answer] First, to achieve liberty, the political definition for the strength~ 
ening of human rights, to end repression, exile and assassinations; and once 
liberty has been achieved along with the democratic form of politics, then 


everyone should join the party of his choice and fight for its ideas. But 
first and foremost, they must unite to achieve that liberty. 


8926 
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COSTA RICA 


STRIKE VIEWED AS PRODUCT OF SOVIET CONSPIRACY 
San Jose LA REPUBLICA in Spanish 20 Aug 80 p 11 


(Commentary by Presbyter Rosendo Salas Valenciano: "Communism, the Govern- 
ment and the Strike”) 


[Text] At this late date (and I begin ex abrupto), Carazo's government does 
not wish to admit that Russia is behind the strike. During his campaign, the 
president promised to expel the Russians. However, he is taking no action. 
Perhaps we can guess why. However, he could wash his hands of the matter by 
holding a plebiscite and testing the people's wishes with respect to the 
country's humiliation. In this regard, Carazo cannot speak of national 
dignity while this scourge is here because Russia represents the den of 
iniquities, the site of grief, the absence of God; it is the country which 
invented treason by betraying Czechoslovakia, Poland, Hungary and Afghanistan. 


I could not offer enough epithets which would paint a living picture of the 
European nation in which there are no strikes because they are not permitted 
and trade unions are established as a show of freedom. A short time ago, a 
Russian scholar said that the fact that Ahe Russian people are preparing for 
& mass uprising/ [in boldface] is being kept secret. The Virgin Mary has 
already stolen a march on them because she permitted a Pope to come from 
behind that wall of shame, anc in Moscow almost everyone has religious objects 
in his home. I say this based on the testimony of a Costa Rican cleric who 
visited that country and was greeted by a hussian lieutenant who asked per- 
mission to kiss the image of Christ which the priest was carrying. As he 
kissed the image he said: "You are fortunate to have this image." This 
aside serves to show that it is one thing to talk about Russia (which even 
militarily is ashamed of not being able to stop the valiant Afghan rebellion) 
and another thing to take a position which calls things by their proper names. 


Russia is slyly mocking our laws and the passive attitude of the president, 
and right under his nose it is doing what it wants to do without his being 
aware. 


last time, under the Oduber administration, it was said that the Barrio 
Escalante fortress, which is occupied by Russia, housed 200 men, including 
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diplomatic personnel, drivers, technicians, lapdoge and everything but the 
kilehen eink, New not even the government knows anything. Calderon Fournier 
himeelf cannet say anything definite and hie management of this matter wae 
weak and naive, The government has handled the strike with kid gloves, not 
knowing that euch wae not the attitude adopted by our exemplary presidente 

of 4O yeare ago. 


The government speake but knows that it is weak because the people are no 
longer following it. It ie one thing to talk about having kicked out the 
National Liberation Party with ite stories, intrigues and the fact that it 
brought Marxiem inte that embasey, and another thing to have the firm atti- 
tude of a president who does hie duty with @ etrong hand, 411 the more so 
because of the losses from the public treasury, the weakening of discipline, 
the bad example for etudente, and finally, the disorder and bloodshed. 


The etrike ie calling the government into question because it has taken a 
toll in lost time and because it has relaxed discipline and lowered morale. 
The communiete behind the scenes are laughing and are even saying: "We are 
already in power with thie man who ie governing.” 


The etrike te showing the workere that they are the plaything of comrades in 
the pay of Rueela and that their hunger and misfortunes are at the whim of 
the etrike leaders, who are making those who do not have 2 cents to rub 
together the butt of their scheming. 


The we kers' attitude, at least the attitude of those who are Costa Ricans, 
should be serious and firm vis-a-vis those who want to play games with their 
fate, to cause their children to go hungry and to profane the sacred feelings 
of those who wish to be good Costa Ricans and love their God. 


| feel that another etrike would have difficulty taking hold because it 
would bring about a reaction on the part of those wiw are honorable and do 
not want to fall prey to officials paid by Russia who conceal themselves 
and dance for money. The daily life and behavior of those Russophile lead- 
ere are known: they are men who do not work, who have come to San Jose to 
get their orders. They are men whose faces reflect nervousness and men who 
oneeal themeelves and make fun of religious matters; that is the mask being 
worn by those leaders who live without working, change their views like the 
weather and take refuge in freedom, Russian style, to amass money at the 
expense of others. At the hour of reckoning they disappear like the mist 
without facing up to those who are honest. 


let us point them out with our finger because they are the same ones who are 
betraying and abandoning their homes; they are bad parents, the subject of 
their neighbors’ derision and the dregs of society. 


The government, with the gimmicks it is using, gives them a climate in which 
‘o operate, while disorder, weapons and rowdiness bring smiles to the faces 
of those who think that by mean: of smiles alone they are going to settle the 
problems of the fatherland. 


| 
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COBTA RICA 


NATIONAL LIBERATION OFFICIAL DISCUSSES STATUS OF PARTY 
San Jose LA REPUBLICA in Spanish 10 Sep 80 p 9 


[interview with Edgar Arroyo Cordero, member cf the Political Directorate of 
the National Liberation Party [PLA], by Wilmer Murillo in the column 
"Political Wednesdays in the Republic"; date and place not given). 


(Text) Until a short time ago the subject of the radicaligation of certain 
forces of considerable importance in the National Liberation Party (PLN) had 
aroused controveray among those who, rightly or wrongly, continue to aistrust 
them and doubt their intentions, and those who believe they advocate a renew- 
al of the democratic struggles of the Liberation Party and embody the desire 
to rescue certain sectors fm the totalitarian left in this country. While 
trying to avoid any kind of controversy, our interviewee this week, Bigar 
Arroyo Cordero, feels he sees a confusion in the minds of those who have 
labeled the Liberationists radicals. In his opinion 
fighting for the social democratic ideals of social ce 

justice. An attorney, the father of four children (Bdagar Alberto, Alonso 
Jose, Maricela and Rolando) and married to Mayra Quesada Solis, Magar Arroyo 
has held almost all known political offices: alderman (1966-70) in Alajuela, 
deputy (1970-74), minister of the interior (1974-76). As a he 
served as vice president of the Congress as well as chief and assistant chief 
of his faction. He also chaired the budget committee. As minister, he ten- 
porarily filled the posts at the Ministries of Planning, Finance, Presidency 
and Foreign Relations. Now he is 4 deputy and president of the Judicial 
Affairs Commission, and is a member of the Political Directorate of the 
National Liberation Party. Here are the highlights of our interview with 
Edgar Arroyo Cordero: 


| Question) Do you believe that changes are taking place within the PLA that 
could give rise to concern? That radicals are taking on strength in the 


party? 
Answer What is happening within the party framework is that some senbers 


are forgetting their social democratic principles. Those who are fighting 
tooth and nail to raise the banners of social democratic demands are confused 
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by those whe do not know the goals of their own political activities, The 
nenbers that come to mind first are Marcelo Prieto and Nolando Araya, I oan 
attest to thelr profound conviction and adherence to the principles of social 
democracy and to thelr struggle to rescue certain sectors fmm the totalitarian 
left, ln some ways, thelr struggle may eventually dovetail with the struggles 
of the Communist Party. But we must not regard the struggle for wage in- 
Greases and for better living conditions as the differences between the Gon- 
muniete and the Social Demoarate, The basic difference lies in the “religion” 
whieh we of the "WW profess, based on the principles of democracy and the 
defense of liber.,. 


Question) Many people believe the control of the PLN is now inthe hands of 
provinelal deputies, community leaders, and that the traditional leadership 
has been displaced, How would you desaribe the situation? 


|Anewer What has come about is 4 more equitable balance in terme of those 
who hold the Srictenmming pete, During the first there was a» 
strong political boas » Orlich, » and ber had a strong 
pull with intellectual and management groups. In recent years the newly 
emerging figures truly represent districts and sectors of the population. 
it ie not that we have produced, as they say, a kind of “districtisation” 
of power, but the pull of all those sectors has been talanced out. There 
is, of course, the risk that those local sectors will become the majority. 


| Question) Do you think the leadership of Figueres and Oduber is still a 
solid, palpable political fact? 


[Answer Yes, It is one thing to be a leader and another to be at the head 
of a party's machinery. Therein lies the difference. I was privileged to 
witness the end of the Figueres era (1966-70). The Liberationist machinery 
began to shift to Oduber's hands (1970-77), and now of course we are in the 
Monge era. He undoubtedly controls the party structures. As of 1962, his 
era will surely begin to decline, ani another will come along. Bven #, 
Figueres, Oduber and Monge will continue to be undeniable leaders and figures 
in the Pi, 


question You supported the primary candidacy of Dr Gastillo in the inter- 
na) struggle of the PLN, Are you 4 Castillist or a Mongist during this new 
stage of the party's struggle? 


_Anewer 1 am bDasically a Liberationist, and I agree with the Social Deno- 
cratic platform. One of those principles is the ability to disagree. It 
was within that context that | supported Dr Castillo. Now I have no prob- 
les supporting Monge. Background, service to the party, and intellectual, 
moral and political education are the conditions that a party should look 

for in @ candidate. Not only do i believe that Monge meets these conditions, 
but | feel a great personal affection for hia. 


_Question Do you think Castillo won the right to be the next Liberation 
cand idate? 
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LAnewer) He has the same right to be 4 candidate as any other Liberationist 
who meete the conditions I just mentioned, He and many others in the PLN 
have that right, Castillo did not earn it just for challenging Monge for 
that place in the last party convention, 


Question) Dr Alfonso Garro maintains that the PLN has an outdated organis- 
ation, that it is not ready to transform the country or to come to grips with 
the changes that it has helped produce, What do you think about this? 


_Anewer | He ie probably right in some aspects, In the PLN we are making 
a great modernisation effort, Perhaps the changes have not come about fast 
enough, but a8 4 result of ite new statutes the PLN has entered 4 stage 
characterised by rapid modernisation, 


There is a manifest desire at all levels not only to achieve this objective, 
but also to tring about the free and democratic development of the country. 


_Question’ Do these changes guarantee that the PLN will advance toward the 
elections with a reasonable margin of security for victory?’ 


Answer 1 believe so. The internal reorganisation is taking place with 
more stress on the local sectors. The rejuvenation of ideas and programs 
will permit us to face the challenge of the times, To seek now ways to 
strengthen democracy and give greater economic and social weight is the 
great task of the coming years. 


Question!) Do you think the climate of jealousy resulting from the instal- 
lation of a new party leadership has subsided? 


Answer) Definitely. There will be no shortage of problems, but I do not 
see any differences that could prevent the PLN from arriving at the next 
elections with monopolitical unity. That is something which is merely an 
illusion for anti-Liberationist groups. 


| Question) It is said that all political action implies a power struggle. 
Will this mean the replacement of some people in the PLN? 


Answer) It could be, but it does not surprise or worry me. The problem is 
not who has power, but how loyal he is to the PLN and to its tasic principles. 


| Question) You have been pointed to as a harsh critic of the government. 
But do you know what model of development we will follow under a democratic 
system if Liberation wins in 1982? 


LAnswer| We disagree on the term “harsh.” I have pointed out some basic 
problems. I think we all agree that they are: illegal decrees, lack of 
bank credit, the rising cost of living, unsafe streets, disrespectful and 
disloyal relations with the Assembly, rising spending, liberation of prices, 
arms trafficking, imprudent foreign relations in Central America and the 
East, a lack of assistance and bank credit, and ethical and moral problens. 
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Very little credit oan be given to Rodrigo Garago, except that he gets up 
early in the morning and cute a good figure for the photographers, What is 
the model that should be followed in the next few years? I am faithful 

to the party's decielons because they are born of debate and analysis, Thus, 
Monge has made very clear what are his fundamental commitments: 1) a com- 
mitment to production; 2) struggle against extreme poverty; 3) a commitment 
to reestablish ethical and moral values in the exercise of public office, 
and 4) continued adherence to the democratic aystem, I would say that this 
model, along with adequate control of public spending, incentives for busi- 
neas and producers in Costa Rica through government and ar measures, 
will allow us to begin the reconstruction of the country in 1962, 


| Question) You claim that Garago is practicing a kind of tropical-style 
political caesariam, a kind of catoh-all autocratian. Would you agree 
with Dr Alfonso Garro that the style was initiated by Figueres, expanded 
by Oduber and now strengthened by this administration as a style of govern- 
ment? 


[Answer | | read Don Alfonso Carro, and 1 disagree, It is one thing for 
Figueres to have been a little autocratic personally, but another thing to 
have been autocratic in government. Figueres and Oduber showed respect 
for the law and for their colleagues. I think there is 4 misconception 
here. i do not agree with my dear former professor of the theory of the 
state. 


| Question! There has been talk in the PLN of seeking 4 great multi-party 
and multi-class pact to carry out the structural reforms the country needs. 
What have the deputies done to gmoothe the way for this pact? 


LAnswer | We have to sign a social pact, a sort of social contract as en- 
visioned by Jacques Rousseau. We have to sit down with businesamen, prof- 
essionals, politicians, workers and government officials to analyse and 
discuss what we want for Costa Rica. Some have taken immovable positions 
which will be of no help under any circumstances to achieve this end. If 
some continue to battle, and others play up differences, there is no way 

to have @ true national dialog. With regard to what our parliamentary fac- 
tion has done, 1 would like to remind you of the letter Luis Alberto Nonge 
sent to the president on 10 July. He said that the first requirement for 
progressing toward the solution of problems is deep respect and loyal coop- 
eration which, without prejudice to the independence of the tranches of 
government, should exist between the Legislative Assembly and the Bxecutive 
Branch. Monge pointed out that these relations have been deteriorating 
critically in the institutional system. The climate is not conducive to 
calm, constructive dialog. In addition, government by decree hag come into 
vogue, which has not only hindered parliamentary action and created an 
atmosphere of insecurity, but has also violated the rule of law, I ask you, 
what can be done in such a situation? 


_Question Se the point is, you have said let's have a miltiparty, multiclass 
pact, but mo one has done anything to reach that goal’ 














[Anawer | Of course we still can't devote the best of our human resources 
and thought to that goal, We are in a stage of restructuring of the issues 
of the next campaign, Onoe we finish that, the party organisations will 
devote their efforts to the search for that great consensus that is indie- 
pensable for the progreas of the nation, 


[Question] Who do you feel is the most dangerous adversary of the PLN for 
1962? 


Answer!) It's all the same to me, If we undertake an adequate internal 
reorganisation and clearly define our platform for the electorate, there 

will be no dangerous enemy. Furthermore, 411 the primary candidates are eith- 
er Unity deputies or former ministers of Caraso, supporters and tools of 

his disastrous administration, 


[Question] Is your party interested in having an ideological and permanent 
party at the forefront? Would you personally support electoral reforns 
that permitted that? 


Answer!) We have said so many times. We want campaigns with serious issues, 
as they have in countries with a long democratic tradition. We don't want 
what always happens, that is, when mudslinging comes before serious issues. 
But with regard to the Electoral Code, there is a problem of timeliness. 
There is an internal struggle going on in which there is no clear idea of 
the issue among the deputies of the government party. We cannot support 
something on which the interested parties have not been able to agree. 

That would mean intervention in the internal affairs of Unity Party. 
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BRITISH MINISTER RIDLEY'S STATEMENTS SCORED 
Guatemala City DIARIO DE CENTRO AMERICA in Spanish 14 Aug 80 pp 3, 6 


[Text] At his presse conference last night Her Britannic Majesty's minister 
of state, Nicholas Ridley, reflected an attitude or even an intent designed 
to diminish the importance of--and almost tc call nonexistent--a factor 
which is very real in the case of Belize, a factor to which, in addition, 
several critics in Guatemala and many others in America have granted the 
greatest importance. 


The factor concerns the threat to those democracies whose systems are based 
on man's freedom and to the security of the continent posed by the possibil- 
ity that Belize might become one more possible prize in Soviet world expan- 
sion. 


Minister Ridley, answering questions put to him on the subject by several 
newemen who clearly reflected the anxiety and concern that exist in this 
respect, said that it cannot be predicted what countries will be infiltrated 
or penetrated in the future by communist influence, nor what communist coun- 
tries will be penetrated by liberal forces. 


The British minister's reply, for many of those attending the press confer- 
ences, seamed to be far removed from the current world situation of conflict 
and evasive of the struggle which is taking place between the two great 
world powers to win over strategic pointe on the globe. 


It de clear that we are not in « situation of equilibrium, of a peaceful 
game of possible influences and infiltrations. 


We are facing a rapid, real and clear Soviet expansionist offensive, and 
all indications are that this has been successful, that there are many 
African countries which have been won over by Soviet influence and that a 
net is being drawn around Europe. There are also indications that this 
expansion ic advancing apace in America and that it is precisely in the 
central part of the continent where this advancement is taking place. 
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dmall countries which have recently become independent from Great Britain 
have in @ short time seen the fall of the constitutions, governmente and 
Liberal systems inherited from Great Britain, and extreme leftist groups 
have succeeded in taking power. 


Popular revolutions have emerged to turn the respective countries toward 
the orbit of the USSR, 


When & neweman at the press conference pointed out to him the danger of 
Cuba's being a base for Soviet influence in the region, especially in Belize, 
Minister Ridley told the newsman who asked the question that he would do 
better to inquire about the penetration of liberal forces into Cuba and about 
how long communist systems would last in countries such as the latter. 


To some of those present it appeared that the minister had forgotten for the 
moment that the Cuban Government does not exactly depend on the consent of 
the people, nor is an election going to defeat it. The Castro Government is 
based on force and on Soviet support, and neither of those two factors ques- 
tions how many Cubans on the island support it. Cuba acts as a base for 
Soviet expansion. 


To belittle the importance and reality of possible Cuban action in serving 
ac an arm for Soviet penetration into Belize gives the impression of failing 
to connect such a position with the fact that Cuba is the very country the 
USSR is using for its wars of penetration and domination in Africa, and that 
it ie Cuban armies which have, with weapons in hand, been confronting and 
sometimes even defeating democratic forces in Africa in order to impose 
regimes affiliated with the USSR. 





Cuba is a country under arms. Certainly at this time it has idle troops 
which are trained in combat, have been under fire in the African wars and 
are not exactly in the process of being demobilized. 


It cannot be denied that Cuba's sights are trained on Belize, ready to take 
advantage of the smallest opportunity to step in. As proof of this we have 
Fidel Castro's statements concerning Belize and the support he says he would 
give, especially against what he calls possible aggression by Guatemala. 


An independent, undefended Belize, almost adrift, could at any moment serve 
as @ pretext for a planned Soviet expansionist coup through Cuba, alleging 
Guatemalan plans for aggression. Such a step would be, almost indubitably, 
a preliminary to any global confrontation, or it would be part of a strategy 
to gain more support in the world in the service of the Soviets. It would 
be said that it is being done in defense of the people of Belize and at the 
request of the Belize Government. 


Within the play of the great world powers, and for the future of the liberal 
democracies, those which are inspired by the existence of human freedoms--of 
which group Great Britain is a part--the need to avoid, in this regard, 4 
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hasty solution which would leave Belize as a prige, a land where the USSR 
can take another etep in ite advancement, cannot be ignored. This involves 
the security of the free world and of the Belizean people themselves, for 
whom Great Britain is concerned, according to the minister. The Belisean 
people cannot be left to the danger of becoming victimes of a communist 
dictatorship, of being converted into cannon fodder for the wars of the USSR, 


Minister Ridley said that Great Britain's plan is for the peoples of the 
Caribbean and Central America to have their own governments. 


This proposal would be frustrated, for example, for a people in the position 
of being a prize coveted by Soviet expansion. 


It is a factor which, if Minister Ridley thinks about it, must be considered 
very seriously by the British Government, as it is by the democratic sectors 
of America. 


Or is it that the British Government is weighing this danger, but in view 


of its own direct relations with the USSR, which are delicate in themselves, 
is simply failing publicly to accept this fact? 
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GUATEMALA 


FOREIGN MINISTER ADVOCATES NONINTERFERENCE IN REGIONAL AFFAIRS 
Buenos Aires CLARIN in Spanish 29 Aug 80 p 4 


| Interview with Guatemalan Foreign Minister Rafael Castillo Valdes, date 
and place not given) 


[Text] The Guatemalan minister of foreign relations, Rafael Castillo Valdes, 
Claimed that his motto is “not to get involved in what is none of my business,” 
when asked if he had considered Bolivia's institutional situation in the 

talks he hold with his Argentine colleague, Retired Brig Gen Carlos Washing- 
ton Pastor. 


He also stressed that his government, headed by Gen Fernando Lucas Romeo 
Garcia, is “democratic,” and attributed international criticiam to “ignorance” 
and “bad faith.” 


Castillo Valdez, who today will finish up a 5-day official visit to Argentina, 
talked with CLARIN at the downtown hotel where he is staying. 


The following are the highlights of the dialogue: 


[Question] In your talks with Foreign Minister Pastor, did you discuss the 
situation in Central America, especially that of Nicaragua and El Salvador? 
If so, did you reach any understandings? 


LAnswer | Among all the points of agreement between Argentine and Guatemalan 
foreign policies, our unrestricted respect for established and recognized 
international principles such as nonintervention is at the forefront. With 
regard to Central America, since Guatemala is part of that region it was 
logical that we exchanged ideas and analyzed situations. In the specific 

case of my country, it is a nation that has been affected by events unleashed 
by the two great powers. We regret that this big conflagration has so ser- 
lously affected developing countries such as ours. Our position regarding 

the Central American isthmus in general is one of working intensively so 

that we can continue developing our potential in cooperation and collaboration. 


(Question) What your answer did not make entirely clear is whether the Central 
American situation was really the subject of discussion. 
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_Anawer, We undoubtedly agreed with Foreign Minister Pastor in our consid- 
eration of the region of Central America, and our opinion that the majority 
of all the problems that plague that area have been inspired or provoked 
externally. 


Question] The Guatemalan Government, more than any other in the region, 

has been a target of criticiam for its alleged antjdemocratic character- 
istics. To some extent that criticism is similar to what has been said about 
the Argentine Government, Did you touch on that subject? 


Answer] We feel that most of the criticism of Guatemala has been and is 
rooted in ignorance of our situation, Mention is made of the deteriorated 
image of certain countries, and Guatemala is probably included in that. 

My government's position is that we are much more concerned for the devel- 
opment of our nation than for developing or changing our image. We are not 
worried when people talk imprudently and foolishly, with obvious bad faith. 
We believe that it is more important to invest all the funds we can in proj- 
ects for primary schools or a small hospital. Guatemala will not spend a 
cent on its image. 


Question] Is it possible that your country will move toward more democratic 
forms? 





_Answer! I think that question could imply some ignorance of the situation 
in Guatemala. Since 182] my country has had all kinds of governments in 
terms of form and duration, Some governments lasted 12, 14 or 20 years; 
some lasted a lifetime; some did not last 24 hours. Now, for the first 
time in Guatemalan history, we have had four successive constitutional 
terms. We are not ina hurry, therefore, to move on to another form of 
government. What we do need to do is continue a unique process which we 
think should include “free enterprise” in the economy (although we do not 
call it capitalism because we will never be capitalists), and what we call 
"Guatemalan-style democracy” in politics. 


_Question] In your talks with Foreign Minister Pastor did you discuss Bolivia? 


Answer] I would like to tell you a personal anecdote. On the door of my 
room 1 have a prayer which 1 read every day before going out. It has helped 
me a lot in my private and political life. The prayer says, "Dear God, help 
me not to get involved in what is none of my business. . ." Guatemala never 
suspended relations with Bolivia. 


Question] Should I take that prayer--in the specific case of Bolivia--as 
an answer? 


Answer’ Well, yes. To elaborate a bit more, we believe that if Bolivia 

or the Bolivians have some problem, it should be our Bolivian brothers who 
solve it. If Argentina has some problem, our Argentine brothers should 

solve it. If we Guatemalans have a problem, I think we have the sacred right 
as human beings to solve our problems ourselves. 
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NICARAGUA 


PEOPLE WARNED OF 'IMPERIALIST’ PLOTS AGAINST REVOLUTION 


Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 8 Sep 80 p 3 
[Article by Oswaldo Zuniga | 


[Text] The manipulations of the most reactionary sectors of imperialism in 
the internal affairs of Nicaragua have been manifested in recent weeks in 


many varied and dangerous ways. 


These forces opposing peace and democracy are constantly conspiring against 
the Nicaraguan Revolution. They draw up more and more visible aggressive 
plans, and try to provoke our people. 


The U.S. Central Intelligence Agency recently printed up muaticolored maps: 
of Nicaragua with details of the oil pipeline between Puerto Sandino and 
Managua, and of the industries of Managua, Leon, Ghinandega, Granada and 


Matagalpa. 


We know from experience what the CIA's functions are, and what precedents 
they have, 


The Republican candidate for the presidency of the United States, Ronald 
Reagan, said recently that if elected president he would cut off "aid" to 
Nicaragua, and furthermore that armed intervention in Central America was 
a possibility. 


A few days ago, the reactionaries of the American Congress blocked once 
again the loan of $75 million to Nicaragua, based on “arguments” and lies 
supplied by the CIA, 


We know that the regimes of Guatemala and El Salvador have ties with these 
reactionaries. 


In Guatemala, for example, several Nicaraguans have disappeared, simply for 
being Nicaraguan. 











In Guatemala, as well, more than 2,000 former Somoga National Guardamer are 
getting ready to invade Nicaragua with the help of Guatemalan and Honduran 
troops, according to statements by Elias Barahona, a former press official 
of the Guatemalan regine and a member of the People's Guerrilla Army (BGP), 


We should make it clear that a bloody battle for democracy and the sel*’- 
determination of peoples is being waged in Central America, and imperialists 
have responded to it with a regional strategy, That is why it is so import- 
ant to have solidarity between our people and our Central American brothers, 
specifically, the degree of consolidation achieved by the Sandinist Revolu- 
tion. 


A conquest unique in the history of the entire continent was achieved in 
Nicaragua, and history has assigned us the task of maintaining that victory 
so that we can strengthen the struggle of other nations. 


That is why, despite the imperialist provocations, our main task will always 
be to strengthen national anti-imperialist unity and the instruments for 
the defense of the Revolution. Those who conspire against national unity, 
whether they be businessmen or ultraiéftists, are playing into the hands. 
of the imperialists and weakening the process. For that reason, the Revolu- 
tion will always vigorously oppose then. 


But we must not underestimate the imperialist manipulations mentioned above, 
and therefore we must strengthen the armed defenses of the people along 
with national unity, in addition to the Popular Militias and the political 
and economic organizational bases of the Revolution, 
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NICARAGUA 


PAPER DEFENDS BELIZE CLAIM TO INDEPENDENCE 
Managua EL NUEVO DIARIO in Spanish 18 Aug 80 p 2 
(Editorial: "Belize in Nicaragua") 


[Text] The presence of the prime minister of Belize at an official 
Nicaraguan celebration is an unheard of happening in the history of Central 
America, and is of great historical and political significance, but it has 
not been given the attention it deserves. 


Mr Price was invited to the celebration of the first anniversary of the 
victory of the Sandinist People's Revolution in another demonstration of 
the positive internationalism of our foreign policy. Implicit therein was 
recognition of the desire for independence of his people, who also have 
aspirations to being considered a fraternal member of the Central American 
regional community. 


That is the way we interpret it by reason of geographic reality and of the 
desire which has already been expressed in the past by the people of Belize. 





It is a fact that Belize sought the solidarity of the other countries on the 
isthmus in support of its desires for independence, without encountering 
anything other than the opposite kind of solidarity upheld by Central American 
governments alined with the Guatemalan iictatorships, with the exception of 
Costa Rica. 


Today, a free and sovereign Nicaragua, in the exercise of the moral leader- 
ship conferred upon it by the prestige of its revolution, is receiving a 
large youth delegation from Belize in another demonstration of its unified 
struggle with a people who are fighting for their freedom. The delegation 
is here on the occasion of the celebrations in honor of the eradication of 
illiteracy from our country. 


Belize, of course, continues to be bound to the colonial trunk of the 
decadent British empire. However, its condition is like that of a person 
who is resigned to holding on to a red-hot nail for fear of falling into 
the live coals of the Guatemalan hell, while awaiting historical conditions 
which will make possible the materialization of its aspirations to freedom. 
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NICARAGUA 


DESEXTiN CRITICIZES FSLI, WARNS LEADERS 
Garacas BOHEMIA in Spanish 15 Sep 80 pp 46, 47 
LArticle by Humberto J. Hernandes | 


Text “Venesuela is a country of liberties, We oan express our feelings 
and determine our own way of life.” This eloquent affirmation was made reo- 
ently be President Luis Herrera Campins at the rostrum of an international 
forum. In fact, our lifestyle would not accomodate any other aystem, esape- 
cially considering that for more than two decades of democracy we have gotten 
it firmly inte our minds that ideological pluraliam is based on our singular 
capacity for tolerance and dynamic coexistence, And incidentally, we Vene- 
cuelene are most consistent with our national character when we are defending 
the right of others to freely express their thoughts, even if we don't agree 
with then. 


BOHEMIA, of course, as 4 spokeaman for public opinion, is not immune to 

this democratic practice of expressing the truths that each person perceives, 
as long as it is done with the framework of strict, lofty principles of res- 
pect for human dignity. That is why today we are printing the “truth of a 
dissident of the Nicaraguan revolution.” We respect his truth, although 

we do not agree with it completely. We are doing this because Venesuela is 
a country of liberties, because to express our feelings and beliefs is our 
customary way of life. 


A Deserter's Reasoning 


The dissident was aloof when he arrived. He responded mvnogyllabically in 

an attempt to penetrate the labyrinth of words a:.4 ideas that were struggling 
to come out, more through his eyes than through his mouth. As he spoke, the 
heat of his words thawed the air. One condition was that photographs not 

be taken of him. Not because he was afraid, he cautioned, because a man 

such as he who Lived day and night with death for 6 years could not feel fear. 
He had felt death physically in his bones, and managed to escape death once, 
but that thwarted rendezvous crippled him forever. 


"Please do not take pictures of me. I cannot reveal my name, either. It's 
not that I'm a coward, but I fear for the lives of my children and ay relatives 
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who remained in Nicaragua. My life does not matter, because it has already 
been pledged to the cause of Nicaragua's liberation,” 


| Question’ Se Nicaragua is not free? 


LAnewer | It may sound paradoxical to you and others, but the truth ie that 
my country is not free, 


| Question) Why? 


|Anewer! Because the way things stand in Nicaragua, the dictatorship only 
changed names. Before it was Somosa, now it will be Tomas Borge. 


[Question You give the impression that you believe Nicaragua would be bet~- 
ter off with Somoga than with the revolution that overthrew him. Is that 
80? 


_Anewer’ I am & democrat, The revolution was made by those of us who put 
our lives on the line in combat. The armed struggle to liberate Nicaragua 
left this eternal mark on me. But we fought for total liberation, not to 
throw off one yoke and put on another. People should know that without the 
popular insurrection, the Sandinist Front never would have meant a thing in 
Nicaragua; it never would have overthrown Somosa. That is why the people 
have the right to hold free elections and choose the government they want, 
not to have a communist dictatorship imposed on them, as is being formed now. 


The trauma of war left a visible mark on him both physically and paycholog- 
loally. 





"Il don't care about life. Yesterday I was on the point of commiting suicide. 
But not out of cowardice. Impotence threatens me, and it wounds more deeply 
than the bullet that penetrated my chest here. 1 am assaulted by many proj- 
ectiles when I go to my children and they ask me, ‘Papa, what shall we eat 


lay?!” 


His tragedy lies not only in having to abandon his country, but in the fact 
that he has no work or means of support here. 


_Question’) But it seems strange, almost inconceivable, that a combattant 
such as yourself has abandoned the revolution after the triumph. Why did 
you desert? 


LAnewer) I already told you. I am a democrat, but also a Gatholic (fron 
one pocket he took a small Bible, worn with time and apparently constant 
use), In the Sandinist Front I belonged to the Osntral American Union. 

I fought for the liberation of my country, not for the installation of a 


communist regime. 


Question] When did you realize that the revolution had a communist orient- 
ation? 
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_Anewer When 45 days after the triumph private banking Was nationalised and 
bilie of 1,000 and 500 cordebas were eliminated, At first 1 thought the 
measure would deal 4 heavy blow to the Somosiste, but | realised that they 
had had time to convert thely money inte dollars, The ones who suffered the 
dleastrous Consequences were the ones who atayed in Nicaragua and had noth- 
ing to do with the Gonosa forces, My eyes were aleo opened when | aaw the 
education being given the children, They were taught that Tomas Borge was 
the national idol, and they were inouloated with an idolatry for the red 

and black flag in order to replace our national flag. It is true that that 
Combination of colors represented an ideal for us, but never with the inten- 
tion of replacing the love and respect for the flag and the national anthen 
in the hearte of Nicaraguans a6 symbole of our nationality, superior ideals 
of the homeland, Borges tried to change them, as if these symbole were not 
ou ‘wational heritage but the heritage of Gomoga, 


Napoleon Duarte to Be Assassinated 


He stresses that this is part of the reasoning behind his dissidence, From 
the beginning he had reservations, but he always held out a hope that they 
would disappear once the triumph of the revolution was finalised, Such 

was not the case, however, At one point his doubts were confirmed, For 
example, he knew and claims now that the Oosta Rican Government of Rodrigo 
Caraso Odio ceded a strip 5 kilometers wide to the Sandinist Front along 
the Nicaraguan border so that those forces could operate there. For that 
reason most Sandinist military schools operated in Costa Rican territory, 
in the La Grue region as well as that of Gan Garlos. He was not there because 
he did not belong to the Sandinist Front, but to the Carlos Fonseca Amador 
Northern Front. 


‘That is," he concluded, “we were mere babes in the woods. ” 
,@uestion Who commanded that Front? 


-Anawer) There were two commanders, One was “Ruben” (Fabian Ruiz), who is 
now leading the operation in El Salvador; the other was Lenin Serna. Both 
are assigned to International Operations. It is really they who attract 

the most people, because they are experts in proselytizing among the peasant 
masses. They also have more military experience than anyone, because they 
are professional guerrillas. “Ruben” was trained in Arab nations, and Lenin 
in Russia and Cuba, 


“It ie certain,” he indicated, “that Pabian Ruis and Lenin Serna are in con- 
mand of the two open fronts that will invade El Salvador. One front is 
supplied from the Golfo Fonseca by barges which tring arms and supplies under 
the guise of fishing expeditions; they go up the Zirama River from Playitas 
Beach, very close to Puerto La Union, 75 kilometres away along the coast. 
This front is led by Ruiz. The other front operates through Honduras and is 
commanded by Lenin Serna. Its objective is to attack El Salvador from the 
east. if you analyte carefully the situation in that country, you will see 
that the armed oonflicts always happen in the north, for the purpose of 








distracting the Salvadoran Armed Forces so that the guerrilla contingents 
oan operate freely in transporting arms, medicines and provisions, which are 
stored at drop-off pointe located in Salvadoran territory. 


The Weapons and ammunition are taken to the Golfo Fonseca in trucks 

( moving vane ) with false bottoms and partitions, He explains that the 
rifies used in M1 Salvador are from Venesuela, but are not sent from here 
now, They are part of an arme ahipment the Nicaraguan guerrillas received 
when they were fighting Somoga, 


"| participated,” he pointe out, “when we went to transport those weapons 
from the air base at Carrigales to the la Grus fortress in Costa Rican ter- 
ritory along the Nicaraguan border," 


He explains that the guerrilla groups of £) Salvador this September will 

launch an offensive in order to take cities, especially in the north. There the 
groups FAL [Liberation Armed Forces) and LP-28 will be fighting, supported by 
the International Column which operates out of Nicaragua, in order to allow 

the Salvadoran army operatives to concentrate themselves and to free the 
southern region so as to speed up the shipment of arms. 


“I would like to publicly announce, through this magagine BOHEMIA, that the 
next victir to be immolated, who will become the Pedro Joaquin Chamorro 
of El Salvador, will be the Christian Democratic leader Napoleon Duarte. 
Just as the Sandinist Front confronted interests within the government of 
the dictator Somoga and a group of his ministers who wanted to win points 
with him by ordering the death of Chamorro, in the same manner they will 
proceed to have Duarte liquidated, and to use his name as 4 catchword to 
incite the masses, ” 


He said many more things, for example, that Eden Pastora, the famous Comman- 
der Zero who on 22 August 1976 took the National Palace of Managua and re- 
tained more than 1,500 people as hostages, will end up being eliminated by 
Tomas Borge. The other statements were recorded, but do not appear here 
for lack of space, 
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NICARAGUA 





DEAN OF NEW FACULTY DISCUSSES UNAN'S REVOLUTIONARY ROLE 
Managua EL NUEVO DIARIO in Spanish 6 Sep 80 p 4 


[interview with Silvia Villagre Gutierrez, dean of the School of Education 


Sciences of the National Autonomous University of Nic 
place not given) Y arague (UNAN); date and 


(Text) The present dean, Silvia Villagra Gutierrez, re- 
gards the establishment of the new School of Education 
Sciences (formerly it was a School of Humanities) as a 
revolutionary answer to our people's old education pro- 
blem. 


In Silvia's opinion, it must be realized, first of ail, 
why and for what purpose a revolution is made, before un- 
derstanding fully the solutions given to the training of 
teachers in the university. 


This is especially to the point with the new orientation 
of higher education toward the academic year, regarded 
by many as the revolutionary innovation of 1980 in the 
university. 


An innovation precisely because it has been decided to 
abandon the credit system to return to the complete year 
of studies innovated pedagogically, oriented toward the 
revolution and more in accordance with the graduation of 
professional people at the rate required by our society 
for its development. 


Nevertheless, the curriculum change has been carried out 
on scientific methodological principles and a transition 
pensum has already been prepared for students under the 

old plan, so that they may graduate without difficulties. 


“With regard to the School of Education Sciences, we in- 


tend to increase registration of students to 2,000 this 
year and, starting next year, to 1,000 a year. We have 
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500 scholarships ready and we are going to increase them 
progressively every academic year,” Silvia Villagra stated 
in an interview conducted by BL NUEVO DIARIO, We are pu~ 
blishing her concepts below, because we believe that they 
are very interesting to the people of Nicaragua and espe~ 
cially to the several thousand professors and students re- 
turning to the university after carrying out heroically 
the hard taske of the great national literacy crusade. 


(Question) To what extent has the wiiversity responded to the present re- 
volutionary situation? 


|Anewer) In the first place, the complete incorporation of the university 
in the present revolutionary process finds expression in the thousands of 
young students participating in the national literacy crusade, the number 
of teachers and workers participating in the militia exercises and in all 
the tasks being performed by means of which we want to eradicate the old 
emphasis and methods of university education, but, above all, in my opinion, 
it finds expression in the importance being given to training specialists 
in agricultural-Livestock careers, health careers and teacher training. 
These are the three priority items at this time and they are logically 

the solution to grave problems of our society. 





But I might especially talk to you about the sphere of teacher training, 
because that is the task assigned to me. 


{Question} Of course! How is the matter viewed in your sphere? 


[Anewer) In my opinion, the most important item finds expression in the 
establishment of the School [of Education Sciences], because it is a re- 
volutionary answer to our society's problem. 


Everyone knows that only 68 percent of the elementary-school-age population 
is enrolled in elementary schools and that the figure has never exceeded 

30 percent on the secondary school level. Very well, the revolution must 
solve this problem. That explains the efforts made by the Ministry of 
Education and the intentions to expand and improve the training of ele- 
mentary school teachers. It is up to the UNAN [National Autonomous Uni- 
versity of Nicaragua] to meet the need for more and better teachers for 
intermediate education and the new School [of Education Sciences) is being 
established for this purpose. 


[Question) What are the objectives of the new School? 


[Answer] We -- and when I say we I am referring to the entire teaching col- 
lective of the center, consisting of professors, students, workers and 
administrative personnel -- we have proposed to train teachers for inter- 
mediate education with a solid scientific-education training and a high 
degree of political and social awareness, to help in qualifying adminis- 
trative personnel in the whole national education system, to lay the 
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jroundwork for @cientific research, to support the Ministry of Education in 
ite policy of professional refresher taining and to cultivate, promote and 
disseminate research in education and solutions to our teaching problem. 


Of course, thorough, hard work of curriculum change has been necessary 
for that purpose. 


[Question] Of what do those changes consist? 


[Anewer) During the whole periodin which most of our students have been en- 
gaged in literacy work, curriculum change committees were set up. The old 
pensume were changed into new study plans, in accordance with the univer- 
sity development plan for thie year. The credit system was replaced by a 
linear system in which the courses for the student to take are determined. 
In this way the grave problem of university planning was solved, because, 
under the former system, the university never was able to plan what grad- 
wates and what enrollment it would have each year. Thus, we can now tell 
the country how many specialists we are going graduate each year, in ad- 
dition to having gained much with regard to the possibilities for a com- 
plete education of young persons, because they all must follow what has 
been programed. A change was also made in programs. They were updated 

in content. Emphasis was modernized and a bibliographical plan was drawn 
up that is to meet the needs of the students. We are accomplishing all 
thie on the basis of the profile of the graduate, for which education ad- 
ministrators, professors, students and graduates were consulted on what our 
graduate should be like. 


Thus, we believe that we are ready to receive the thousands of secondary 
school graduates who are all these young persons who have devoted them- 
selves to literacy work, and for whom it was necessary to work seriously, 
because we believe that with what we had before we could not receive them. 
The shock that this large mass of conscientious young persons would re- 
ceive would have been very great. Of course, this reform is not over. 
There are only the basic changes that will make it possible to carry out, 
in the 5-year period from 1980 to 1985, a reform so that our education 
will be in keeping with the present times. The curriculum change has been 
accomplished on scientific methodological principles. 


This is the beginning of the work! It is not free from difficulties. For 
example, we had to discuss with teachers in the preschool specialty the 
fact that training of these technicians should be turned over to the nor- 
mal schools, inasmuch as at that level we would not meet the needs in that 
sphere for many years. But the teachers collective, who are very capable 
comrades and fond of their career, agreed, although it meant that they 
were affected to some extent. They understood the solution proposed to 
them, but they understood it because the understood the revolution, be- 
cause, in order to understand the solutions that have been provided con- 
cerning teacher training, the why and for what purpose a revolution is made 
must be understood first. When that is understood, it is easy to under- 
Stand why mathematics has to be modernized, why physics has to change its 
emphasis, why teacher training has to be revolutionized, and so on. 
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‘Question) And with all these changes, what will happen to the old students? 


|An@wer) Most of our studente are engaged in literacy work. When they re- 
turn, they will be offered a special liquidation pensum, designed especially 
for the different variants that each one may present, for the purpose of 
having them graduate a6 soon as possible, without difficulties and in an 
updated manner. 


(Question) Will it be advantageous, then? 


[Anewer) We hope go. Right now, each case will be handled individually 
and all the help within our reach will be provided to the student, but he 
must realize that he cannot continue to study in the arbitrary way in which 
he had been studying, but rather in an organized, supervised manner. We 
cannot tell the country that @-and-so needs 7 years to graduate and that 
someone elee needs 10 years. What we shall do is tell the student what he 
has passed, what it recognized as having taken because of his participation 
in the crusade and the minimum and maximum time that he has to pass what 
remains, including tutoring for a course, if necessary. 


[Question] You propose to train more and better teachers, but how will 
you solve the needs for your own School? 





|Anewer) I can tell you, in this connection, that we have 4 @mall group 
of specialists on our various subjects, but they are technicians who like 
the work that they are doing and they are ready to work as hard as neces- 
sary. This same activity that we are concluding, which was a curriculum 
change, required many of them to sacrifice their nights and their week- 
ends, but they did it gladly. This is the basic force that we have, but 
we know that it is insufficient and, therefore, we are developing the stu- 
dent assistant movement consisting in the selection of the best students 
in the higher years to work as teachers in the first years. This is a 
revolutionary solution to a problem. What else would be advisable? For 
us to say, for example: we cannot train more than 100 teachers a year, 
because we do not have qualified human resources. This would be a non- 
rev lutionary answer to the question. Solutions must be sought, but think- 
ing always about the newest, the most revolutionary solutions. 


{Question} Will teachers have an opportunity to improve? 


[Answer) Of course. Right now, we are putting in final shape a teaching 
course for higher education. We have scheduled other postgraduate courses, 
and we are working on a plan for a degree in education for those student 
assistants and graduates who want to work for the master's degree in this 
field. But now we are working on the project. 


[Question] What enrollment do you expect to have this year? 
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|[Anewer) We expect to have 3,000 in the transtion plans and we intend to 
increase registration of new students to 2,359 and, starting next year, 
1,000 a year. Logically, these figures include the regional centers of 
Reteli and Puerto Cabezas, where we shall open up several of our special~- 
ties. 


[Question) In general, what aids will the students have? 


[Anewer) We are working in that direction. We want to raise the indices 
of school retention and promotion. Our efficiency in the last few years 
has never been greater than 10 percent. That is to say that of every 100 
who entered only 10 graduated. This must change. The country needs uni- 
versity graduates and our School and higher education in general are taking 
ateps to accomplish that. We can tell you, for example, that education ad- 
vancement for teachers will be a help in this connection, as will be the 
textbooks that we have to give the sutdents, organizational measures and 
material resources in connection with this problem. 


There are 500 scholarships that we shall award this year between the re- 
gional centers of Esteli, Puerto Cabezas and Managua. We intend to in- 
crease them every academic year. 
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VENEZUELA 


PETROLEUM INDUSTRY TO HIRE MORE PROFESSIONALS 
Caracas EL NACIONAL in Spanish 9 Sep 80 p C-2 
[Article by Eduardo Isea Borjas] 


[Text] Punto Fijo, 8 Sep--PDVSA [Venezuelan Petroleum Inc] will hire around 
3,000 professionals with university degrees over the next 5 years, according 
to a study on the evolution of the work force in that sector published by 
the INAPET [Petroleum and Petrochemical Training Institute] in a booklet 
titled “Human Resource Requirements in the Petroleum Sector." This study, 
compiled by PDVSA and its subsidiaries, was presented at a round table on 
the “Development of Human Resources" in the oil sector, held in Caraballeda 
in December 1979 under the sponsorship of PDVSA and the Ministry of Energy 
and Mines. The study indicates that of the 3,174 new university graduate 
professionals to be hired by the oil industry during the period 1980-1984, 
70 percent (2,233) will be engineering and allied specialty graduates, and 
30 percent (941) university graduates in other fields. The analysis finds 
that the total number of employees in the industry as a whole will be 43,000 
in 1984, representing an increase of 11,000 workers as compared with 1979. 
It explains that the new personnel will be needed to develop the industry's 
expansion programs in the areas of exploration, production, changes in re- 
fining patterns, and domestic and international marketing. It will also be 
necessary to train replacements for personnel that resigns, retires or passes 
away. This figure of 43,000 workers, the study adds, represents 94 percent 
of the total number of workers in the industry in 1957 (45,600), the year in 
which the industry had the largest number of workers. In addition to the 
composition of the 1980-1984 work force, this monograph by PDVSA and its sub- 
sidiaries contains ample references to personnel planning in the industry, 
recruiting policy and methods, and experience and innovations in organiza- 
tional development. PEQUIVEN [Petrochemical Company of Venezuela] and 
INTEVEP [Venezuelan Institute of Petroleum Technology] are also the objects 
of a similar study in this work, in which the personnel development plans 
and policies of those enterprises are backed by statistics. "Human Resource 
Requirements in the Petroleum Sector" is a new contribution to the study of 
factors related to the work force in our main industry, and is a source of 
information on the efforts being deployed to develop the human resources of 
our petroleum and petrochemical industries. 
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VENEZUELA 


PDVSA SEARCHES FOR LIGHT OIL IN ORINOCO REGION 
Caracas EL UNIVERSAL in Spanish 9 Sep 80 Sec 2 p l 
[Article by C. R. Chavez] 


[Text] For the first time in Venezuela, according to a press release yes- 
terday by PDVSA [Venezuelan Petroleum, Inc ] indicating that a major effort 
has been planned to determine the probable extent and volume of hydrocar- 
bons likely to be found in the country's oldest geological formations 
underlying the tar sands of the Orinoco Belt, systematic exploration, by 
way of surveys and drillings, will be carried out in the Paleozoic basin 
Situated toward the western half of the Orinoco Tar Belt. 


Only the Archeozoic rocks--PDVSA adds--situated south of the Orinoco, in 
the Guyana shield (Roraima and Imataca formations), and some igneous and 
metamorphic emplacements in the Venezuelan cordilleras that date back some 
3 billion years and may be counted among the planet's oldest formations, 
exceed those of the Paleozoic in age. 


"In the Paleozoic,” according to the PDVSA release, "there are geological 
periods that began 600 million years ago and sediments that were deposited 
over a period of 350 million years but that could subsequently have par- 
tially disappeared as a result of tectonic movements and intensive erosion 
processes. It is known, however, that not all of the rocks corresponding 
to this long era are present in the Venezuelan subsurface, owing as much 
to prehistoric geographical reasons that impeded normal and continuous 
sedimentation in our ancestral teriitory, as to posterior events related 
to movements of the earth's crust and to diluvial erosive processes that 
transfigured or eliminated many of the Paleozoic strata. 


"Then"--PDVSA's technical report continues--"the Mesozoic followed, the 
last stages of which are characterized by the Cretaceous li’: Ss, which 
Originated some 100 million years ago, accumulated over a p (oF §O 
million years, were subsequently buried and are now found at a« tn of 
some 5,000 meters below Lake Maracaibo, for example. These are tiie hori- 
zons being explored intensively today by PDVSA's subsidiaries in search of 
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new light and medium crude reserves, Rocks of the Cretaceous--but 
containing heavy and extraheavy crudes--are also found at lesser depths 
within the confines of the Orinoco Tar Belt," 


This major objective of current explorational activities will be supple- 
mented soon by a search for hydrocarbons in rocks older than the Creta- 
ceous, but in regions of Venezuela where they are more easily reached by 
drilling cigs, like the states of Guarico and Apure. 


Exploration of the Paleozoic in the planned and systematic manner that has 
been set up will be concentrated in the state of Guarico initially, on the 
basis that the formations there are the closest to the surface; that is, 
beginning at depths of 1,000 meters or more. The Paleozoic was explored 
somewhat haphazardly during the time of the concessionary companies, which 
stopped work whenever they considered they had reached sterile rock, the 
igneo-metamorphic substratum, or unviable shows of oil. During that time, 
the existence of Paleozoic rocks was discovered in the subsurface of 
Venezuela's Cordillera Oriental region, but the presence in them of hydro- 
carbons of sufficient commercial interest, or in sufficient quantities, to 
justify exploring at greater depths and higher costs was ruled out. Today, 
it is known that the Paleozoic contains appreciable quantities of hydro- 
carbons and especially gas, in the United States, in North Africa, Europe, 
Western Siberia and the Middle East. 


At the 26th International Geological Congress held recently in Paris it 
was brought out that Paleozoic deposits contain close to 30 percent of the 
world gas reserves and 15 percent of the world oil reserves. The figures 
for the Mezozoic are 44 percent and 54 percent, and for the Tertiary 27 
percent and 32 percent, respectively. 


This information with ail its corresponding didactic details was supplied 
by the coordinator for the Orinoco Tar Belt, Carlos Borregales, and con- 
firmed by the coordinator for exploration, Wolfgang Alex Lorenz, both of 
PDVSA. 


Borregales reported it in the course of a conference held in the auditorium 
of the Maturin College of Physicians during the 5th Petroleum Forum for 
Journalists, organized jointly by PDVSA and the Monagas section of the 
National Press Association. 


During that conference, Borregales stated that the wells drilled to date in 
the Orinoco Belt, in the more recent sediments up to the Cretaceous, have 
yielded a production that ranges between 50 and 700 barrels of crude a day 
depending upon the characteristics of each deposit and by means of primary 
extraction methods, which has shown promisingly that oil can be produced 

by conventional methods and techniques in the Orinoco Belt. 
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The evaluation carried out to date in the Orinoco Belt has enabled PDVSA 
technicians to estimate the existence of around 1] trillion barrels or more 
of oll in post-Paleozoic sediments. Borregales says that up to about 5 
percent of this volume could be extracted currently using primary methods, 
This recovery index could be increased to 6 percent using alternated steam 
injection, and to 15 percent using continuous steam injection or in situ 
combustion. Should compaction prove to be an effective production means, 
this recovery figure could reach 25 percent. 


This means--says Borregales--that, taking an average based on all the fore- 
going production alternatives, all of which are perfectly feasible under 
current technology, our mean recovery figure can be put at around 15 per- 
cent, giving us a potential reserve of 150 billion barrels of oil, or eight 
times our currently-known Venezuelan proved reserves and slightly more than 
the proved reserves of the largest OPEC producer, which is Saudi Arabia. 


To date, 240 wells have been drilled in the Orinoco Belt, 125 of which alone 
have been drilled since the nationalization of the industry with 92 percent 
success--only 10 of them having turned out unproductive--and all of which 
are in more recent formations than the Paleozoic. The evaluation of the 
Belt is scheduled to be completed in 1983, although that of the Paleozoic 
will take more time. 
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VENEZUELA 


BRIEFS 


NEW MENEVEN GAS PLANTS<-With the construction of the El Toco and Sata 

Rosa If gae plants in the state of Angoategui, MENEVEN will be able to 
produce 155 million cubie feet more of gas daily. The PETROVEN [Venezuelan 
Petroleum, Inc] subsidiary has revealed that the El Toco plant will be 
equipped with three reciprocatin, compressors, 2,600 horsepower each, whose 
total processing capacity will be 75 million cubic feet of gas daily. The 
Santa Rosa I! plant will have three 4,500 horsepower compressors and will 
be able to handle a total of 60 million cubie feet of gas daily. Both 
plante are 4 part of the Aragua Norte project in its second phase, which 
also includes dehydration systems installed in the El Toco and Santa Rosa 
areas and the San Joaquin metering station. According to information sup- 
plied by MENEVEN, the Bl Toco gas plant will be operational by the second 
half of 19861, and the Santa Rosa II plant will go into operation in the 
first quarter of 1982. The 155 million additional cubic feet produced by 
these two plants will be turned over to CORPOVEN for industrial and house- 
hold uses. [Text ] [ Caracas EL UNIVERSAL in Spanish 5 Sep 60 Sec 1 p. 13}9399 


NEW HEAVY OIL REFPINERY--Maturin, 3 Sep--A heavy oil refin- 

ery will be installed in the Gotillo District circumscription in the state 
of Monegas, according to an announcement made by Dr Pablo Morillo Robles, 
jovernor of the state, who indicated that “it was definitively laid down 
during @ meeting with the minister of mines that the plant will be 
installed on the outekirts of the Uverito plantations in the Sotillo 
District.” He stated that he has aleo understood that the Maturin Indus- 
trial Zone (ZIMCA) ea: ipeiine will be completed. 

[Text] [Caracas BL UNIVERSAL in Spanish 4 Sep 80 Sec 2 p 26) 9399 


PORT GUARAGUAO OIL SHIPMENTS-- Lagunillas, 30 Aug (Special) --MENEVEN has 
shipped 70 million barrels of oil and refinery products through the port 
of Guataguac, state of Anzosategui, so far this year to domestic and inter- 
national markets. This figure was released by a spokesman for that enter- 
prise, @ Subsidiary of PETROVEN [Venezuelan Petroleum, ine], who aiso0 
licated that it represented an average of 335,500 barrels a day through 
this port which is considered to be the most completely equipped in Latin 
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